
Briona Young is well on her way to pursuing her dream of 
becoming an immigration attorney. As a senior at duPont 
Manual High School, Briona works part-time as a translator for 
a bankruptcy law firm. She is the co-captain of her school’s Mock 
Trial Club. She also recently received word that she will be able 
to attend Murray State University this fall—her first college 
choice—on a full ride scholarship. 
 “I just fell in love with the place,” Briona says. 
 Briona (Phase 25/Class of 2020) was introduced to Murray 
State University when she attended the Summer Institute that 
took place on the campus last summer. Summer Institutes are 
offered for Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars in grades 11 and 12 to 
provide a two-week residential and academic immersion experi-
ence. Briona says emphasis of the Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars 
Program® on a college education became her reason why being a 
Scholar is so important to her. 
 Briona joined the Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program® 
in the 7th grade. She says the program’s emphasis on academics 
and college readiness was something that interested her. “I never 
even thought about college before becoming a Scholar,” she says. 
Few students at her middle school were thinking that far into 
their future. However, once in the program, she found other stu-
dents who were academically motivated and she quickly began to 
embrace all that the program had to offer.
 “Being in the Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program® has 
been one of the best aspects of my life. The program really encour-
aged me to think about my future and the many different ways to 
prepare academically. I really appreciate getting to see my friends 
on Saturdays and also the opportunity to learn something new.”
 The intimate group of 12th graders has experienced a great 
deal together, helping to motivate each other to do their best. As 
a result, Briona says they have all become great friends and she 
believes they will likely be close for life. Because of her positive 
experience, she has become a strong ambassador for the program 
and she understands why being a Scholar is truly an honor.
 “It’s a really great opportunity to build community with 
your peers, experience and learn new things and get a jump on 
the college process. In the program you talk about college, go on 
college tours, and get help with your classes and the application 
process. It’s really an amazing program and you don’t want to 
miss out on all it has to offer.”
 Briona credits the program’s writing curriculum for provid-

ing the tools that helped her craft the essay in her scholarship 
application. That put her in the running for Murray State’s 
Presidential Fellowship. She then participated in two rounds of 
in-person interviews before she was notified she was one of only 
18 selected to receive the Presidential Fellowship. The four-year 
renewable fellowship includes study abroad, full tuition, housing 
and meals.  
 Briona applied to as many as 10 colleges in Kentucky and 
Ohio. She received acceptance letters from each institution. But 
her love for MSU and the promise of Murray State’s most presti-
gious college award sealed her decision. While at Murray State, 
Briona plans to major in Political Science. Once she obtains that 
degree, she hopes to attend the University of Louisville’s Brandeis 
School of Law to pursue that desired law degree. 
 Briona considers receiving Murray State University’s 
Presidential Fellowship one of her greatest accomplishments. She 
is grateful to the Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program® for 
helping her find the path there. “I just knew this was where I 
wanted to be,” she said.
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Briona will attend Murray State University in the Fall on a Presidential 
Fellowship. She plans to major in Political Science.



Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars Program® Marks 
its 30th Anniversary  

Thirty years ago Dr. Samuel Robinson, Lincoln 
Foundation President Emeritus, launched a bold 
new initiative to offer academic and financial 
assistance for students who have college potential 
but lack the necessary funds to further their 
higher education. And so began the Whitney M. 
YOUNG Scholars Program®. The idea was to 
provide 7th grade students year-round educa-
tional and personal support through high school. 
A total of 50 students were inducted into the 
program on November 19, 1990. The program is 

named for Whitney M. Young, Sr. the first African 
American President of Lincoln Institute and his son, Whitney M. 
Young, Jr., also an educator, graduate of Kentucky State University, 
head of the National Urban League and advi-
sor to three sitting U.S. Presidents.   
 The program flourished under former 
president Larry M. McDonald who took the 
leadership of the organization in 2001. Mr. 
McDonald served as a mentor for hundreds of 
Scholars during his tenure before retiring in 
2019. He also built significant community 
engagement partnerships to sustain the pro-
gram through the years. Today, the Whitney 
M. YOUNG Scholars Program® continues as a 
college readiness program. Educational 
Clinics, Parental Institutes, and summer pro-
grams including Summer Institutes are offered to empower young 
Scholars toward academic achievement and ultimately college gradua-
tion. Students are also given the opportunity to develop leadership skills 
that benefit their schools, their families and their community.
 Currently 150 Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars are enrolled in an 
accredited college or university. More than 433 degrees have been 
earned by Scholars. Whitney M. YOUNG Scholar alumni are young 
leaders in the fields of business, law, healthcare, education and public 
service. The academic successes and professional achievements far 
exceed Dr. Robinson’s initial expectations for the program. Join us in 
celebrating this important milestone in the program’s history.

Dear Friend:
The year 2020 has pre-
sented all of us with 
unique challenges. We 
began the year excited to 
mark the 30th anniversary 
of our signature Whitney 
M. YOUNG Scholars 
Program®. Then the events 
surrounding the global 
COVID-19 pandemic 
started to emerge and each 
day has brought new star-

tling updates that have affected every segment of society. 
We are now practicing the art of social distancing and 
working from home. We have also cancelled all educa-
tional program sessions through May to keep our staff 
and Scholars safe and healthy.  
 One thing we know for certain: we will get through 
this. We remain committed to finding ways to serve our 
students including new virtual programming developed 
with local colleges and universities. Beyond the current 
crisis Lincoln Foundation must be prepared for the new 
normal. In response we are making important changes to 
our signature Whitney M.  YOUNG Scholars Program®. 
This includes expanding the program to provide much 
needed support, mentoring and guidance as our Scholars 
transition from high school seniors to college freshmen. 
Additionally, Scholars will remain in the Whitney M. 
YOUNG Scholars Program® through their college fresh-
man year. Graduating high school seniors, especially the 
Class of 2020, will need additional support to success-
fully navigate the important freshman year and matricu-
late. To learn more about the changes to the program, 
please visit our website.
 In challenging times like these, we gain a deeper 
appreciation for why we provide educational support 
services to promising students of need. The answer can 
be found in the stories of Briona Young and Alberto 
Horihuela. Both credit the Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars Program® for helping them excel. I know when 
you read their compelling stories you too will be as 
inspired to continue the work of elevating the lives of 
deserving students through academic achievement.
  Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what 
we get but, we make a life by what we give.” During these 
most challenging times please consider supporting our 
mission of preparing Scholars like Briona and Alberto for 
extraordinary lives as change makers and thought leaders 
of tomorrow. Lincoln Foundation is pleased to partner 
with Kentucky Gives Day for a statewide day of giving 
on May 12. Details may be found on page 3 of this news-
letter. 

Marshall Bradley, Jr.
President
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Alberto Horihuela 
is profoundly grate-
ful for his amazing 
success. He is a co-
founder and the 
Chief Marketing 
Officer for fuboTV, 
a video streaming 
service that offers a 
heavy mix of sports 

and entertainment programming. The 
company is growing despite the effects the 
COVID-19 virus has had on live sport 
events throughout the world.  
 Navigating unchartered territories is 
not new for Alberto. Seeking a better life, 
in 2001 he and his mom immigrated to 
Louisville from Cuba. They knew educa-
tion was important. He recalls they did 
not understand the education system 
here, which differed drastically from that 
of Cuba. That is, until they learned about 
the Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars 
Program®. He says the program helped to 
provide a road map forward.
 “When we came to America, neither 
my mom or I spoke English,” Alberto 
(Phase 9/Class of 2005) explained. “And 
because of that, I didn’t even know the 
basics of what to ask for. The Lincoln 
Foundation team was instrumental in 
helping me understand what mattered.”
 Alberto attended Waggener High 
School and says the holistic guidance he 
received from Lincoln Foundation helped 
him maintain good grades. The program 
also assisted him through the college 

admissions process. However, Alberto’s 
academic journey hit a speed bump as he 
applied to colleges. “Even though I had a 
high school GPA of 4.0, my best ACT 
score was only 21, largely due to the lan-
guage barrier. The University of Chicago 
was looking for students with ACT scores 
of 34, so I knew my odds for acceptance 
were slim.”  
 Despite the odds, Alberto went ahead 
and applied. “I wrote an essay—which at 
the time felt like the best writing I had ever 
done in my life—centered on a quote 
from a Cuban poet that said  ‘to be edu-

cated is the only way to be free’.” That 
essay helped to get him accepted. He 
graduated from the University of Chicago 
in 2009 having earned a B.A. in Economics.
 Upon graduation, Alberto had two 
job offers in finance in Chicago. He even-
tually moved to New York to work as an 
economist at Morgan Stanley. A year and 
a half later, one of his college friends asked 
him to come and work for a TV streaming 
tech company. This led him down an 
entrepreneurial path working for start-up 
tech companies, including the idea for 
fuboTV. Alberto and two of his friends 
started operating the company out of the 
living room in his small apartment in 
2015. Today the company provides 
streaming services in the United States, 
Canada and Spain and boasts between 
300,000 and 400,000 subscribers. Alberto 
says it has been “one heck of a ride”. 
 “If it were not for the Whitney M. 
YOUNG Scholars Program®, I would 
have had a very different life. The program 
was incredibly valuable to me and allowed 
a young immigrant the guidance necessary 
to attend a prestigious university, land a 
job on Wall Street, and launch a tech com-
pany that would later employ over 200 
people in New York City.” 
 Alberto is now enjoying all that life 
has to offer, thanks to the Whitney M. 
YOUNG Scholars Program®. He is mar-
ried to his childhood sweetheart and they 
have two daughters. “I will forever be 
grateful,” he says.

Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program® 
Provides Foundation for Alum's Career Success

Alberto Horihuela, Co-founder and Chief 
Marketing Officer for FuboTV

Lincoln Foundation will be among the 
many Kentucky nonprofit organizations 
participating in the 8th annual Kentucky 
Gives Day on May 12, 2020. This online 
giving platform comes at a time when 
nonprofit organizations like Lincoln 
Foundation need it the most. COVID-19 
has created increased demand for services 
while adversely affecting traditional fund-
ing sources.  

 You don’t have to wait until May 12 
to participate. The Kentucky Gives Day  
site is already open giving participating 
organizations more time to raise much 
needed funds. Please consider making a 
gift as part of Kentucky Gives Day by 
visiting www.kygives.org. 
 Lincoln Foundation also accepts gifts 
from Donor Advised Funds (DAFs). If 
you have a DAF, this may be the perfect 

way to direct a gift. If you have questions, 
please contact Paula Campbell, Director 
of Development at 502.657.1015 or via 
email at pcampbell@lincolnfdn.org 

Save the date for Kentucky Gives Day
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