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Charletha V. Irvin Joseph is 
enjoying a new chapter in her 
life filled with lots of promise 
and hope. She was recently 
promoted to Senior Associate 
at alliantgroup, a company 
that is considered the nation’s 
top provider of specialty tax 
services. On the surface, her 
new career path as a corporate 

tax consultant seems radically different from her former posi-
tion as a research assistant at Baylor College of Medicine. 
However, it was precisely her knowledge and expertise of sci-
ence and pharmaceutical companies that caused alliantgroup 
to recruit her to their team. The company focuses on hiring 
high energy and highly motivated individuals, traits Charletha 
has demonstrated since her time as one of the first to enter the 
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program®.
 Charletha was always a big dreamer. She loved learning, 
especially science, and always enjoyed school. But, as a child 
born to teenage parents facing all types of financial challenges, 
she was told her dreams were not possible. “I told my grand-
mother when I was five that I wanted to be a doctor,” she 
recently recalled. “She told me ‘you’re not going to be anything, 
just like the rest of us’.” Her response underscored the barriers 
in their path and the family’s lack of knowledge for how to 
attain what seemed impossible – paying for a college education. 
 That all changed in 1990. Realizing Charletha needed 
more of an academic challenge in school, her family learned 
about a new program specifically designed for disadvantaged 
youth who showed academic promise. That program was the 
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program®, the brainchild of 
then Lincoln Foundation President, Dr. Samuel Robinson. The 
program was named in recognition of Dr. Whitney M. Young, 
Sr., graduate and first African American President of Lincoln 
Institute, and his son Dr. Whitney M. Young, Jr., noted educa-
tor, statesman, and human rights advocate. The acronym 
YOUNG stands for Youth Organized to Understand New 
Goals. The program offered Charletha new options to explore 
a different path for her life.
 “Lincoln Foundation and the Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars Program® became a guidepost for me and provided 

that avenue to dream big,” Charletha said. As a Scholar, she 
soon realized she could make her impossible dreams real. “We 
got to do so much that we would not have been able to do were 
it not for Lincoln Foundation and the Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars Program®.” Charletha says her favorite experience in 
the program was the campus tours to see what life would be like 
in college. 
 Despite a two-year hiatus from the program when her fam-
ily moved out of town, Charletha was welcomed back into the 
program and was able to graduate from high school a year 
before her peers. Her completion of the program even made 
news. She was featured in a Louisville Defender article in 1995.
 Charletha was accepted into every Kentucky university to 
which she applied. She also received interest from Tuskegee 
University, a college she had not initially considered a possibil-
ity. At the encouragement of Dr. Samuel Robinson, she 
applied and was accepted to this prestigious school with a  
full-ride scholarship.
 College life on Tuskegee’s campus proved challenging for 
Charletha. “Academically it was a fine school. But for me it was 
just not the right fit. Emotionally, it just was not the right place 
for me,” she recalls. She left Tuskegee after only one month in 

her second year and 
moved in with an aunt 
who was a current stu-
dent at Alabama State 
University (ASU). “I 
didn’t tell my parents 
right away,” she admits.
 Campus life on 
ASU’s more urban 
campus felt more like 
home for Charletha. 
She quickly realized 
this was where she 
wanted to be. She 

enrolled at ASU, but the loss of a full-ride scholarship meant 
Charletha would have the burden of a tuition bill, something 
her family would not have been able to afford. “I called Dr. 
Robinson and asked for his help. Lincoln Foundation came to 
the rescue, helping me cover the tuition gap that first year.” Her 
scholarship from Lincoln Foundation, along with the money 
she made working three jobs, helped her get through that 
semester with honors. She also served as an official hostess of 
the university. 

First Whitney M. YOUNG Scholar Enjoys 
Successful Yet Unexpected Career Path

Overcoming Adversity Through Education Since 1910

Charletha with her husband and three children.
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Dear Friend,
Thirty high school seniors 
in the Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars Program® were 
recently honored during the 
annual Senior Banquet.  The 
event is the culmination of a 
six-year commitment the 
Scholars have made towards 
academic achievement and 

ultimately a college education. The banquet 
celebration also coincides with the 25th anni-
versary of the Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars 
Program®. The graduates had the distinct 
privilege to hear from Dr. Charletha Irvin 
Joseph as the keynote speaker. Charletha was a 
member of the inaugural group of Scholars and 
the first high school graduate. Her inspirational 
story illustrated what it means to be a Whitney 
M. YOUNG Scholar. Scholars learned first-
hand that achieving their dreams is possible 
with hard work, determination and support.
 The Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars 
Program® has a wonderful history of enabling 
academically talented, disadvantaged youth to 
achieve at their highest level. Dr. Samuel 
Robinson, President Emeritus, founded the 
educational program in 1990. The program 
has a proven track record as it relates to high 
school graduation and acceptance into an 
accredited college or university. But it is the 
individual stories, like that of Dr. Irvin Joseph, 
which provide a true testament to how the 
program changes and saves lives. 
 The silver anniversary celebration of the 
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program® 
culminates at this year’s annual Evening of 
Jazz. We are delighted to have LG&E and KU 
Energy as our presenting sponsor and delighted 
that Ms. Laura Douglas has agreed to be the 
honorary chair. I look forward to seeing you at 
our fundraiser in August as we recognize this 
important milestone in support of our very 
deserving youth. 

Warmest regards,

Larry M. McDonald
President

 Alabama State provided the right 
academic environment for Charletha to 
thrive. During her first semester, she 
learned about the Minority Access to 
Research Career (MARC) Program, now 
known as the Maximizing Access to 
Research Careers. The program was cre-
ated by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences to promote diver-
sity in the biomedical and behavioral sciences fields as well as the training and 
advancement of underrepresented students, postdoctoral fellows, faculty and 
scientists. She was accepted into the program and immersed herself fully into 
her love of science. Charletha graduated with honors from Alabama State with 
a B.S. in Biology and Chemistry. She also earned a minor in Psychology. 
 “My grandmother attended my college graduation along with the rest of 
my family and actually apologized for what she had told me years ago.” It was 
a monumental moment of realization that the barriers which had prohibited 
others in the family from going to college had finally been broken. Now they 
were happily celebrating Charletha’s achievement as the first college graduate.
 Completing her college degree was just the beginning. She applied and 
was chosen to enter a highly competitive graduate program at Meharry 
Medical College and of the 15 in the program, was one of only two to receive 
a graduate fellowship. This along with a stipend meant Charletha could pur-
sue a graduate degree free of debt and focus completely on academics. 
 Charletha completed her graduate education in 2006. With Ph.D. in 
hand, she completed a series of postdoctoral fellowships, including a stint at 
Vanderbilt University where she focused her energies on cancer research. Her 
research took on a stronger emphasis related to breast cancer when her moth-
er was diagnosed and then later died from the disease in 2009. Her passion to 
contribute towards the body of knowledge about breast cancer disease led to 
her discovery of two forms of the integral translational expression gene Dicer.  
“I used to joke in graduate school, I’m going to win the Nobel Prize for x, y, 
and z” she said. “I had no idea at that time that statement might have merit.” 
 Charletha has published several peer reviewed research articles and has 
presented at numerous medical research conferences. However, she decided 
she wanted something different. She moved to Texas for another postdoc-
toral fellowship at Baylor College of Medicine. She transferred into a clinical 
setting which allowed her to work more hands-on with patients, helping to 
validate chemotherapeutic treatments for pediatric cancer patients to ensure 
they were suitable.
 She ultimately decided a new challenge outside of academia would be  
in her best interest. “Working in a clinical/academic setting is great, but  
people don’t really leave. They either retire or expire.” Charletha realized she 
needed to be in a place where she could grow. That’s when the opportunity at 
alliantgroup opened up. alliantgroup had a growing client base in the science 
and pharmaceutical field and they needed someone with the kind of unique 
set of skills that Charletha possessed. A whole new career path is now before 
her with opportunities for upward mobility. 
 Now she is enjoying life as a professional business woman with a bright 
career. She is also a wife and mother of three. Charletha is humble, yet proud 
of her many successes and credits Lincoln Foundation and the Whitney M. 
YOUNG Scholars Program® for providing the structure she needed. 
“Lincoln Foundation allowed me to dream bigger,” she said. “College and a 
successful career weren’t just on the horizon for other people. It was attainable 
for me as well.”  
 Charletha is proof of the transformational difference the Whitney M. 
YOUNG Scholars Program® can have on someone whose life may have been 
very different. She embraced the gift of support and is now enjoying the fruits 
of her efforts. For that she is very grateful.

Our Mission  
To provide educational enrichment pro-
grams that develop and support youth 
in overcoming barriers to achievement

(Continued from page 1)
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Captain Mary Awoniyi (Phase 9/Class of 
2004) is realizing her lifelong dream as a 
Judge Advocate General’s Corp (JAG) officer 
with the 82nd Airborne Division of the 
United States Army. She just recently com-
pleted an assignment in Afghanistan and will 
be assigned to a new duty at Camp Darby, 
Italy.  Mary was a recipient of the Dr. Samuel 

Robinson Award of Excellence. She attended and graduated 
from Transylvania University (2008) with a B.A. in English and 
a double minor in German and Anthropology. She received a 
J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law (2011).  

Dr. Raul Castellanos (Phase 10/Class of 
2005) completed his medical degree from 
Florida State University in May 2015 and 
begins an internal medicine residency 
program at the University of Miami this 
summer. Following his three-year program, 
Raul plans to complete a fellowship in 
cardiology. Raul attended the University of 

Louisville for three years before transferring to the University 
of Miami where he earned a B.S. in Biology (2010).  

Ayana Churn (Phase 13/Class of 2008) 
completes an M.A. in Counseling Psychology 
from The Chicago School of Professional 
Psychology this summer. During the course 
of her graduate studies, she has maintained 
close to a 4.0 grade point average. She is also 
working to co-facilitate anti-bullying and 
anti-violence group therapy sessions for 

at-risk youth. In addition, she is completing an internship 
counseling students dealing with both personal and academic 
stress. Lincoln Foundation has supported Ayana with an 
Educational Opportunity Scholarship since the age of two. She 
earned a B.A. in Psychology from Hampton University in May 
2012. She graduated cum laude with departmental honors. 

Ta’Neka Vaden Lindsay (Phase 7/Class 
of 2002) became the first African-American 
Assistant Professor of Nursing at Bellarmine 
University and Women's/Adult Health 
Nurse Practitioner in 2012. She has been 
selected to travel to South Africa to teach a 
nursing course during the summer of 2016. 
Dr. Lindsay is a graduate of the University 

of Kentucky (DNP, 2012), Vanderbilt University (MSN, 
2007) and University of Louisville (BSN, 2006).

Andrew Reece (Phase 15/Class of 2010) 
earned a B.S. in Biology from Murray State 
University (2014), cum laude. During col-
lege he received several recognitions includ-
ing Student Worker of the Year, Student 
Ambassador of the Year, and Summer 
Orientation Counselor of the Year. Upon 

graduation, he was hired as an admissions counselor for 
Murray State’s Office of Undergraduate Recruitment. He will 
soon leave that position to continue his education. Andrew has 
recently been accepted into a master’s program at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary where he will pursue an M.A. in 
Missiology with a focus on international missions.
  

Jason Williams (Phase 1/Class of 1996) 
is a partner with Frost Brown Todd and 
recently joined the Lincoln Foundation 
Board of Trustees. He is the first Whitney 
M. YOUNG Scholar to serve on the Board. 
Jason specializes in corporate law with an 
emphasis in franchise law, and mergers and 
acquisitions of public and private companies. 

His awards and recognitions include Kentucky Super Lawyers 
in 2013-2014, a Business First member of the Top Forty 
Under 40 Class of 2012, recipient of the UK College of Law 
Alumni Young Professional Award, among many others.  Jason 
earned a B.A. in Economics from Yale University (2000) and 
a J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law (2003).  

Where Are They Now?

Proceeds from the Evening of Jazz benefit 
the Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program®, Lincoln 
Foundation’s signature educational enrichment program. 
The prestigious Spirit of Excellence Award will be presented 
to philanthropist Christina Lee Brown. Tickets are $100 and 
can be purchased at The Kentucky Center. Please join us as 
we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Whitney M. 
YOUNG Scholars Program®.

Friday, August 21, 2015
5:30 p.m.  - Reception, Main Lobby
7:00 p.m. - Concert
After-party - Immediately  
following the concert

Featuring International Jazz Artist and Educator 
Jamey Aebersold Jazz Quartet

Presented by

As Lincoln Foundation celebrates the 25th anniversary of the  
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program®, it is only fitting to celebrate the 
achievements of other Scholar alumni like Charletha V. Irvin Joseph. 
Here’s a quick look at the accomplishments of a few other Scholars.
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200 West Broadway
Suite 500
Louisville, KY 40202
502.585.4733
www.lincolnfdn.org

June 8-July 2
Project BUILD (11-12th Grades)
UofL College of Business

June 9-26
Math & Science Program (9-12th Grades)
UofL College of Arts and Sciences

June 7-19
WYSP Summer Institute (12th Grade)
University of Kentucky 
June 14-26
WYSP Summer Institute (10th Grade)
Northern Kentucky University

July 12-24
WYSP Summer Institute (11th Grade)
Georgetown College

2015 Educational Programs & Events Calendar

Youth Organized to Understand New Goals

Donate Now!

July 13-17
WYSP Technology & Study Skills (8th Grade)
Crums Lane Elementary School Computer & iPad Lab

July 6-10 & July 20-24
WYSP Hands On Minds On (7th Grade)
Gheens Science Hall & Rauch Planetarium

August 15
WYSP Opening Educational Clinic

August 21
20th Annual Evening of Jazz
The Kentucky Center

Follow us on 
Facebook and TwitterGreater Louisville Inc.
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