
Lincoln Foundation is an advocate for diversity, especially 
within its signature Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program®. 
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars are a multicultural group of 
students representing diverse cultures and ethnicities.  
Countries of origin include but are not limited to Bosnia, 
Chile, China, Columbia, Croatia, Cuba, Ghana, Haiti, India, 
Peru, South Africa, Thailand, and Uzbekistan. Scholars devel-
op an enhanced knowledge and respect of our global commu-
nity. This experience creates strong social bonds as well as 
lifelong friendships and networking opportunities. The 
Omenyinma and Nguyen families are two Scholar families 
who immigrated to the United States. 
 The Omenyinma family is from Nigeria. They have three 
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars - Chinaecherem, Chisom, and 
Kelechi. Chinaecherem “ChiChi” notes that “our experience 
with the Scholars program has been nothing but positive. We 
have been blessed with the opportunity to benefit from an 
amazing program geared towards preparing us for a successful 
future.” ChiChi earned bachelors degrees in accounting and 
analytics from the University of Kentucky and now works for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. Chisom is a senior at the 
University of Kentucky studying accounting and finance. 
ChiChi and Chisom were both honored with the Dr. Samuel 
Robinson Award of Excellence as high school seniors. Kelechi is 
a junior at Ballard High School. ChiChi was the 2012 keynote 
speaker at Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program® Senior 
Banquet and gave inspirational remarks at the 17th Annual 
Evening of Jazz fundraiser. His “favorite memory as a Scholar 
was attending the Summer Institutes at various in-state colleges. 
It provided us an opportunity to not only grow as Scholars and 
friends but prepared us for college life. Those memories will last 

a lifetime.”
 The Nguyen fam-
ily immigrated to 
Kentucky to escape 
challenges in Vietnam. 
Five of the seven 
Nguyen children are 
Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars - Thien, Tin, 
Tu, Tram, and Thao. 
Both Thien and  
Tin graduated from 
Murray State Uni-
versity. Thien earned a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
Physics and Tin received a Bachelor of Civil Engineering. Tu 
earned a Bachelor of Computer Engineering & Computer 
Science from the University of Louisville J.B. Speed School of 
Engineering and will complete a masters degree next year. Tram 
plans to pursue a major in accounting with a concentration in 
computer information systems from the University of Louisville. 
Thao is a sophomore at Louisville Male Traditional High 
School. Tram received the 2013 Dr. Samuel Robinson Award 
of Excellence. She says her “parents were very traditional and 
orthodox. They always stressed the importance of a good edu-
cation. It was like clockwork, they would say to me hoc sau đó 
choi, which means study and then have fun.” Tram believes “the 
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program® is an exceptional 
program. It is refreshing to see devoted staff and teachers who 
truly believe in the Scholars and support them throughout their 
educational journey. The program has helped my family so 
much and we are grateful. The program’s success can be seen 
through many of the Scholars who are in college or graduated.” 

Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars

Overcoming Adversity Through Education Since 1910

Tram Nguyen and her parents

The Omenyinma family

Omenyinma Scholars
Chinaecherem - duPont Manual High School, 2008
Chisom - Louisville Male Traditional High School, 2010
Kelechi - Ballard High School, 2015

Nguyen Scholars
Thien - Pleasure Ridge Park High School, 2005
Tin - Butler Traditional High School, 2007
Tu - Pleasure Ridge Park High School, 2009
Tram - duPont Manual High School, 2013
Thao - Louisville Male Traditional High School, 2016
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Library Reading Programs
Darrell Mulrooney never imagined that 
in six short months the Portland Library 
Reading Program would make such a 
significant impact on his son. Tryton 
Culver, a second grader at Portland 
Elementary School, was completely trans-
formed from a timid child struggling to 
read at the beginning of the year to the 
confident reader seen below. Tryton and 
friend, Tyrece Tolley, read a story they 
had written to their peers, parents, and 
staff in attendance at the Portland Library 
Reading Program year-end celebration. 
 Learning how to read is crucial not 
just for a child’s self-esteem like Tryton, 
but for his or her future success. 
According to the American Federation 
of Teachers, “no other skill taught in 
school and learned by school children is 
more important than reading. It is the 
gateway to all other knowledge. Teaching 
students to read by the end of third 
grade is the single most important task 
assigned to elementary schools.” 
 Lincoln Foundation operates inner 
city reading programs in the Portland 

and Russell neighborhoods. The 
Portland and Western Library Reading 
Programs provide remedial and develop-
mental reading instruction to at-risk 
first, second, and third grade students 
reading below grade level. Lincoln 
Foundation is pleased to partner in this 
endeavor with Portland Elementary 
School, Coleridge-Taylor Montessori 
Elementary School, Portland Library, 
Western Library, and the Kid’s Café at 
the Chestnut Street Family YMCA.

Lincoln Foundation is 
committed to the 
education and devel-
opment of youth  
in our community.  
The mission-driven 
approach of the 
board, staff, and vol-

unteers focuses on saving kids.  Education 
empowers youth of all races and ethnici-
ties to become self-sufficient. Education 
is our niche and student academic 
achievement is the primary objective. 
Case in point, three Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars were selected for the 2013 
Kentucky Governor’s Scholars Program 
and one for the Governor’s School for the 
Arts.
  Lincoln Foundation takes pride in a 
culture that welcomes and cares for 
youth representing the global commu-
nity. Multiethnic students are taught to 
compete academically and that diversity 
adds richness. Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholars Program® students respect and 
value inclusion giving them a competi-
tive advantage in the classroom and 
career. Our signature educational pro-
gram has an excellent track record rela-
tive to developing community leaders. 
Scholars that demonstrate leadership 
potential represent families from 
throughout the world. The two Scholar 
families highlighted reinforce our cul-
ture’s commitment to diversity.
  I am pleased to welcome two out-
standing professionals to Lincoln 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees. Houston 
Mills Jr. of UPS and Daryl Williams of GE 
are concerned community leaders with a 
commitment to education. Partnerships 
and community support are a tremen-
dous asset to the Lincoln Foundation and 
the deserving students that we serve.

Warmest regards,

Larry M. McDonald
President

Dear Friend,

Students in the Portland Library Reading Program

18th Annual Evening of Jazz 
Featuring Dick Sisto & The Latin Jazz All Stars
Spirit of Excellence Award –  
Kathy and Senator Gerald Neal

Friday, August 23, 2013
The Kentucky Center
5:30 p.m. – Reception, Main Lobby
7:00 p.m. – Concert, Bomhard Theater

All proceeds from the Evening of Jazz benefit the 
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars Program®, Lincoln 
Foundation's signature educational program. 
Tickets are $100 and can be purchased at The 
Kentucky Center.

For more information, please contact  
Morgan Hanley at mhanley@lincolnfdn.org.

Save the Date

Vibraphonist Dick Sisto

Our Mission  To provide educational enrichment programs that develop 
  and support youth in overcoming barriers to achievement



Project BUILD Helps Build Successful Futures 
Twenty-eight years ago Dr. Jay T. Brandi 
was asked to participate in a new partner-
ship with the Lincoln Foundation called 
Project BUILD. Little did he know that 
this simple request would lead to a long-
term, successful community engagement. 
Dr. Brandi has served tirelessly from day 
one as Project BUILD facilitator, steering 
committee member, and program cham-
pion. Dr. Brandi is Professor, Department 
of Finance, in the University of Louisville 
College of Business.

 
 Project BUILD, a mini-MBA pro-
gram held at the UofL College of Business, 
introduces promising multicultural high 
school juniors and seniors to the world of 
business. The acronym BUILD stands  
for Business United In Leadership 
Development. It was modeled after the 
LEAD Program at The Wharton School. 
The four-week summer program exposes 
students to a variety of business careers 
through collegiate level business courses 
and interaction with corporations, execu-
tives, and entrepreneurs. The business 
exposure and skills students learn in 
Project BUILD prepare them to be suc-
cessful in their future careers and in life. 
“Project BUILD helped me decide what 
field I really want to pursue for my future. 
I also learned many new skills like how to 
make my own blog during the tech por-
tion and how to calculate my own money 
in finance,” said participant Quynh Le. 
Student Jaiby Abraham noted “This pro-
gram confirmed my passion for account-

ing. The speakers did a wonderful job 
making the sessions fun and informative. 
My personal favorite was the trip to 
Humana.” 
 Trips to area businesses like Humana 
and PNC provide students with network-
ing opportunities and are part of the 
program’s collaborative nature. Lincoln 
Foundation is fortunate to have partnered 
with many businesses including Brown-
Forman, GE, Humana Inc., Old National 
Bank, PNC Bank, UPS, and WellCare. 
The UofL College of Business has part-
nered with Lincoln Foundation since the 
program’s inception by providing class-
room space, faculty, and curriculum. 
“Going to class on a college campus espe-
cially at UofL’s College of Business was 
critical,” notes Delquan Dorsey, Executive 
Director, Governor's Office Minority 
Empowerment. Dorsey, who participated 
in Project BUILD as a junior, attributes 
his desire to pursue a business career to 
his involvement in Project BUILD. 
“Coming from a single parent home in 
the housing project, the exposure I got 
from the program was tremendous.” 
African American executives like Lenny 
Lyles, Larry McDonald, and Dr. Samuel 
Robinson became role models for Dorsey 
who received a B.S. in Business 
Administration from Central State 
University, Wilberforce, Ohio. Dorsey 
believes that Project BUILD students 
have an advantage over their peers which 
benefits the organizations and communi-
ties where they work and live.
 Dr. Brandi concurs noting that 
Project BUILD students “have a little 
advance training and education above 
and beyond that of their peers when they 
get to college. They also have an opportu-
nity to interact with members of the fac-
ulty and the business community. In 
addition, the mere fact they are successful 
in their chosen fields adds value not only 
to them but to the communities in which 
they reside.” Dr. Brandi also notes that 
many of the graduates give back to their 
communities just as the presenters in 
Project BUILD did for them. 

Dr. Jay Brandi with Taylor Gadberry, Project BUILD 
participant and Whitney M. YOUNG Scholar

Did You Know?
Phase 15 Whitney M. YOUNG 
Scholar, Dominique Luster, was chosen 
as one of five 2013 Kentucky Derby 
Festival  
Princesses. 
Dominique is 
an alumna of 
the Youth 
Performing 
Arts School 
at duPont 
Manual High 
School. She is 
a senior at the 
University of 
Kentucky and 
will graduate 
in 2014 with 
a B.A. in 
Theatre. Kentucky Derby Festival Princess 

Dominique Luster

Field trip to PNC Bank

• Accounting 

• Computer 
Information 
Systems

• Economics 

• Entrepreneurship

• Finance

• Insurance & Risk 
Management

• Management  

• Marketing

• Statistics

Project BUILD Courses
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May 18
Whitney M. YOUNG Scholars
Program® Senior Banquet
June 9-21
WYSP Summer Institute (12th Grade)
University of Kentucky
June 10-28
Project BUILD (11-12th Grades)
UofL College of Business
June 10-28
Math & Science Program  
(9-12th Grades)
UofL College of Arts and Sciences
June 16-28
WYSP Summer Institute (10th Grade)
Northern Kentucky University

2013 Summer Educational Programs Calendar

Youth Organized to Understand New Goals

Donate Now!

July 7-19
WYSP Summer Institute (11th Grade)
Georgetown College
July 15-26
WYSP Technology & Study Skills
(8th Grade)
Crums Lane Elementary School 
Computer Lab
July 8-12 & July 22-26
WYSP Hands On Minds On  
(7th Grade)
Gheens Science Hall & Rauch Planetarium
August 17
WYSP Opening Educational Clinic
August 23
18th Annual Evening of Jazz


